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...is the first signal to me that my favorite time 
of year is approaching, along with my first 
school bus sighting.  I love fall!!! 
Something about how that sunlight comes in  
at a lower angle and lights plants from the 
underside gives me such a joyous, peaceful 
feeling.  Of course, fall also brings football!! 
For whatever reason you can find, get outside 
and enjoy these gorgeous, warm days before 

winter locks us inside.  Take a woods walk and listen to the quiet, enjoy the 
last picnic made up of finds from the farmers market, sit on the rocks and eat 
a lobster roll as the waves crash up on the beach, or pick apples at a local 
orchard on a sun-drenched afternoon with the crickets singing in the tall 
grass. 

Robin Tupper, Landscape Designer 
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Shadbush (Amelanchier canadensis) or Serviceberry (Amelanchier laevis) and cultivars: A clump-form or 
single-stem tree with oval green leaves in summer that turn yellow and then brilliant red-orange in autumn.  In 
spring it has hanging clusters of fragrant white flowers (the cultivar ’Robin Hill’ has pale pink flowers).  
Shadbush is especially good for wetland areas.  It thrives in acidic soil in sun or filtered shade, and is hardy to 
Zones 4, maturing to approximately 20’H x 15’W. 

 

Staghorn Sumac (Rhus typhina): Sumac is an upright tree-like shrub with velvety 
red shoots.  The dark green, narrow leaves turn a brilliant combination of yellow, 
orange and red in the fall.  Six-inch long yellowish-green flowers appear on the tips of the branches 
in the summer, followed by deep magenta fruit in the fall (on female plants).  Sumac is almost 
tropical in appearance when planted in groups of three or more, and when all but the top branches 
are trimmed to create a "crown" it can resemble a small palm tree.  It does best in full sun.  The 
major drawback is that it can be invasive. Hardy in Zones 3-8. 

 
 

Pagoda Dogwood (Cornus alternifolia): It’s name may sound like it originated in the Far East,  but Pagoda 
Dogwood is actually a from our own woodland habitat.  It’s name comes from it’s growth habit, resembling 
the ascending tiers of a Japanese pagoda.  It also boasts very attractive clusters of white flowers in spring held 
above the leaves, showy blue berries and rich gold through purple fall color, but the architectural impact of 
this small tree is reason alone to use this plant.  Pagoda Dogwood grows best in the company of other trees 
and shrubs, and well away from the competition of grass.  It prefers moist and richly organic soil and doesn’t 
tolerate drought.  It prefers some shade during the course of the day, especially from the hot afternoon sun. 
(Continued on page 2)  
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This is a relatively low maintenance tree, and usually looks its best without pruning, and is a good choice for attracting birds to 
your yard.  It branches low to the ground, and grows at a slow rate.  Pagoda Dogwood will grow to be about 20’H x  25’W.   
 

 
 

‘Hummingbird’ Summersweet (Clethra alnifolia ‘Hummingbird’): This is a medium-sized 
flowering shrub with a spreading dense compact growth habit and slow growth rate that is much 
less leggy and has twice as many flowers than the other cultivars of Clethra, slowly reaching 3'H x 
3'W.  It can be heavily pruned without worry to remove winter-killed wood, to promote 
compactness, or to rejuvenate, because flowering occurs on the new growth.  Fall color is usually a 
clear golden-yellow and persists for two to four weeks. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Highbush Blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum): Most people think of growing Highbush 
Blueberry mainly for the berries, but in fact it is one of the most beautiful shrubs for 
landscaping.  It has white lantern-like flowers in spring, dark blue summer berries as pretty 
as they are tasty, and fabulous bright orange-red fall leaf color.  These shrubs grow 6’-12’H x 
6’W, but are usually kept pruned to around 6’H x 5’W , and is relatively easy to grow.  Slow 
release fertilizers like Muracid are good for Blueberries, but do not fertilize later than June.  
The health benefits of blueberries are legendary, and recent studies have found the fruit to 
extremely high in anti-oxidants, as well as the highest concentration of iron of any fruit 
grown in the U.S.  
 

 
 

Witherod Viburnum, Appalachian Tea, Wild Raisin (Viburnum cassinoides): Whenever I've needed a 
shrub for a problem area—dry, wet, sunny, or shady—a Viburnum has always come to the rescue.  One of 
the things I like most about Viburnum is that they grow without a lot of fussing over them.  Witherod is a 

little-used native shrub that is especially adaptable.  It grows best in sun or partial shade and 
tolerates any garden soil. The plant has a moderate growth rate and transplants well.  Mature 
plants reach 6’H x 6’W, but in ideal conditions can get larger.  It is more often used in 
landscaping for it’s fall color and striking berries than for it’s flower.  The fall foliage color is 
deep red and burgundy.  And did I mention berries? The berries are at first green, then pink, 
then blue and finally black.  Witherod has great wildlife value as the fruit persists on the plant 
well into the winter and provide an excellent source of food for song birds, and the twiggy 
habit provides valuable cover.  

Plant Profile - (Continued from page 1) 
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If you’re one of our mowing accounts, there's no doubt you’ve met Chet!  Chet is the Ground Maintenance Dept. Manager, 
overseeing all thirty-five mowing accounts, and that’s a lot of grass!  His favorite part of his job is that he gets to be outside all 
year round, and loves getting into plant pruning and culture. 

Conrad Davis II, the President of DLC, admires Chet as he has easily proven his ability in paying attention to detail, both large 
and small, and realizes just how important customer satisfaction is in this day and age.  

Chet moved to Maine from Dayton, Ohio in 2001, where he also did grounds maintenance.  He is an avid outdoorsman and 
loves to hike, snowshoe, and kayak.  He’s also our most prolific perennial and vegetable gardener, and is always trying out a 
new variety of vegetable or hot pepper!  
 
Chet resides in Greene with his cat, Cat. 
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The Refer-a-Friend program allows current customers 
to refer friends to Davis Landscape Co, Inc. and to 
receive a discount of $50 on their next service for 

each sale resulting from one of their referrals. 
Simply have your friends mention your name 

when they confirm their projects! 

 

Zucchini and Yellow Squash Slaw 
with Lemon Black Peppercorn Vinaigrette 
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Just when you thought it was time to sit back and enjoy the fruits of your labor, you walk out and find 
your garden full of quickly spreading weeds! Even if you closely tended your weeding all summer, 
many weeds prefer the cooler, wet weather we’ve been seeing this last month. Late summer and fall are 
also times when some highly invasive weeds produce seed.  
The most important step to remember is when you see a weed, pull it right then and there.  When weeds 
do pop up in your garden, the best time to attack them is when they're small. It's a lot easier to hoe or 
pull out a baby than an old granddaddy with a taproot that goes halfway to China! Sometimes the best 
method is simply to cover the weeds with a mulch. A thick layer of yesterday’s news works very well, 
and can be tilled into the soil at the end of the season. Bark mulch and composted wood chips look neat 
and also serve to conserve moisture. Straw can be a little coarse and blows around. Round-Up is also an 
option unless the weeds are mixed in with more valuable plantings...or you prefer to avoid using the 

chemical. Desperate times require desperate action. You be the judge.  You can also improve your chances of staying weed-free 
by either mowing or cutting "wild" areas around your garden, and always aim the discharge chute of your mower away from your 
garden. 
The bottom line.....there is no magic secret or easy solution. Just keep after them — and make sure you get the roots (all of them). 
Remember, let a weed go to seed, and you'll be pulling ten more! 
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 Clinton Lions Fair  Sept 4-7  
 Litchfield Fair  Sept 5-7  
 Oxford Fair  Sept 7-13 
 New Portland Lions Fair  Sept 12-14  
 Farmington Fair  Sept 14-20  
 Common Ground Fair  Sept 19-21  
 Cumberland Fair  Sept 21-27  
 Fryeburg Fair  Sept 28-Oct 5  
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Please enjoy this edition of Davis Landscape’s Quarterly News-
letter.  I trust everyone enjoyed the summer months here in 
Maine.  It seems like we were just experiencing the past winter 
months and the late spring that we all endured and here it is, 
already near the end of the summer.   
Realizing that the present energy situation and the overall eco-
nomic outlook is having effects on every one of us, I do find 
solace in knowing that this Company has many tremendous as-
sets, such as its dedicated staff and its long list of loyal and 
trusting clientele.  Rather than take this time to promote 
“selling” or promote “new services”, I would rather simply take 
this time to acknowledge that the ongoing success and growth of 
this Company is directly attributable to the pride of our staff and 
the overwhelming efforts that we all put into customer service 
and satisfaction.   Our business depends GREATLY on referrals 
and it is inspiring to hear how so many of our new clients come 
to us because of what present clients have said.   Not a moment 
goes by that we at Davis do not recognize this and realize that 
this is one of the greatest reasons why we remain as busy as we 
are, despite the ongoing energy and economic issues.   I truly 
feel blessed and realize how fortunate we are. 
Enjoy this wonderful time of year.  If there is anything whatso-
ever that I or a staff member here at Davis Landscape can do, 
please give us a call anytime.   

~Conrad P. Davis, II    


